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Root Systews of Prairie Plants | il

The fundamental basls for encouraging use of natlve plant specles for Improved soll eroslon control In streams and

an ' stormwater facllities lies In the fact that natlve plants have extensive root systems which Improve the abllity of the soll to 12
13 infilbrate water and withstand wet or erosive conditions. Native plant epecies, like those listed in thie Guide, often have greater .
] biomass below the surface. In this lllustration, note the Kentucky Bluegrase shown on the far left, which, when compared to native N
g : grass and forb species, exhibits a shallow root system. lllustration provided by Heldi Natura of the Conservation Research 14
' Institute. §
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! ndropogon Coneflower Sporobolus Bouteloua Kuhnia Panicum Baptisia Andropogon Silphism Clover Kosleria Liatris Buchloe J

pratensis  canescens  missouriensis nutans  laciniatum  spartea ericoides  pectinata  perardi Echinacea heterolepis curtipendula  expatoricides  virgatum leucantha scoparius perfoliatum  Petalostemum — cristata cylindracea  daciyloldes

paliida purpuresm



